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_ The present invertion relates to' joints for toy houses ¥
and i concerned primarily with a joint demgned to de-
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tachably secure the walls of a toy house in assembled re-

fation.

doned,

In the patent to MeNeill, Number 2,600, 900, dated

This application is a continuation of appl'catmn
Serial ‘No. 316 007, filed October 21, 1952, now aban-

" Jume 17, 1952, there is ilinstrated and described a toy
_house of the type with which the present invention is con-

cerned. This toy house ernbodzes the followmg characg'_-'

teristics:
In the first: pla.oe, it is of the knock-down type that 1 s,

" the ‘several walls and roof members are adapted to be.
“In the second instance, .

. either assemblcd or disassembled. -

- 1e various €lements are made from a s;s'nmeuc plastic;
and finally, the yomts which secure: the walls -In assem-
bled relation comprise frictionally mterﬁttmg lugs. - .

a1

Toy houses of the type disclosed in the McNeiil pat- a
ent are now meeting with widespread approval by the -

purchasing public.. Not only are these toy hounses used

by children for amusement and educationsl purposes, but .

they are aiso utilized for displays. ‘Thus, they are put
underneath (,hnstmas trees aboui toy railroads and sum—

lar places.

It is balieved that thls mdespmad popularlty of these '

toy houses is due fo the naiure of the joint wilich detach-
ably secures the walls. in assembiled reiation.

“This joint,

which is established by the frictionally interfitting lugs, .

is easily made and broken, and when éstablished scvurety,
~ holds the walls in assembled relation,

' While highly: advantageous over all, the device of the.

‘above-mentioned patent is limited in certain 1espects.

For example, the interfitting fugs are necessarily exposed

to view from the exterior of an assembled toy building, .

as ihe ugs extend from the edges of the buzldmg walls, -
jying both in the plane of the wall and owtward of the

outer wall face. - The thus exposed interfitting. Ings- have
‘been advantageously employed to simulaté bulldmg

- hlocks, and thus enhance the realistic simulation of a .

A14d500TY bmidmg. Howsver; in the simulation of other

types of bulldmgs, guch as wood, stucco, and others, the:
exiernal exposure to view of the interfitting lugs has here-
That is, "

tofore presented an insurmountable obstacle. .
was impossible to design toy buildings. haying the joimt
stiiiciure of the above-mentioned patent to simulate a
_'complete variety of buildings, as the exposed corner joint
is incompatible with many types of architectural des1gn.
. Moreover, the device of the above-mentioned paient 1s

even limited in the stmulafion’ -of *building-Block-type -
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object of the inveation is to

cesses between. the lugs of the other wall element.

indicated at 11.
.walls 1¢ and i and the logs to be later deseribed, which

architectural types. .
- As a more partzcuia.r object, the present mventlcm con-
teipiates the pIOVISllJn of a wall joint for use in a toy
building, - which Jcmt is locatsd entirely mtenorly of the :
building, so as to in no way present to external view any.

© visual indication of the joint which might Himit external

configuration or decoraticn of the buildiag walls, .
The present invention has in view as another objective

‘the provision, in a toy house of the character aforesaid,

of a detachable joint of the frictionally interfitting lug type

which 1s characferized by the fact that the lugs are hol- -
low,

‘When it is considered that the walls and the lugs
which arec moided mtchally therewith, are made of syn-
thetic plastic having” pmpemes of compressibility, resii-
iency and elasticity, it is evident. that the hoilow cop-
struction in the lugs further ‘enhances.thess properties;
thus, each .lng may e made shightly larger than the re.

‘cess in which it Is to be reccived; and, due to the aforc—

mentioned pmperue.s of the synthctlc plastic, coupted with
the hollow construction, the lug will be slightly dcfonned

s as to permit of iis rcceptlon in the recess. -

Due to the fact that the joint is of the hmnonally inter-
fitting Iuv type, it is desirable that the engaging faces of -
the lugs be continuous and unisterrupted.  Thus, another
provide, -in a joint of the
charadter indicated,. interfitting fugs of a hollow construc-

‘ticn: provided by recesses wiich opan on the.end faces of

;le ugs rather than apy of the mesting faces.
L¥ue to the parimxlar character of a mct&onauy inter-

'f" iing’ Iug jciat, it is an absolute . reqlureme'lt that the

several Tugs on one wall elemert be iuserted in the re--
In
order to facilitate this msertlon, the mventmn has as stili

‘another object, the prcvzsxon in a joint of the type moted,

of ‘lugs having flat mecting faces "and rounded corncrs
which facilltate the inserfon, = :
Yarious otber more detailed. objects and advantagcs of

‘the invention, such as arise in coneection with carrying

ouf the above-ndted ideas in. a, pra.ctlcal embodiment,

‘will it part become appareat and in part be neremafter

stated as the description of the invention proceeds.

- For a full and more complete understanding of the in-
venuon, reference mayv be had to the foliuwmg descnp-
liont and acccmpanymg drawmg, Wherem' " .

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the two walis of a
toy house which are detachably asmbied bv the ]omt

-of this inveation.
T

Figure 2 is a top plan view of the corner Where the. -
joint 13 estabhshed '

Figure 3 1s 2 dezalled perspectwe taken on an cnlarged
scale showing the two walls in nght—angular l"’lathﬂ
fust before assembly: and : ‘

figure 4 15 a. view In hon«. elevation. showmg the two
walls as separated in the same plang, .

' Referring now to the drawing, wherein fike rcfercmc
characters take corresponding numbers, and first more
patticularly te Figure 1, an end wall of a toy house is
therein illustrated and <esignated 10, with a side wall bemg
1t is. to be clearly understood that the -

_.are molded integrally therewith, may be made from any

houses, as the nacessary dimensions:of the interfitting lugs

cannot always be properiy proportwned relatwe 10 the
size of the building.

It is therefore a generat object of the present fivention
' to provide a joint constriction for toy buildings - which

~ overcomes the above-menucned difficulties, and which is -,

entirely concealed from view in_the assembled toy, so as
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appropnatc synthetic plastlc now commonly emponed
For'this purpose. -
The present invention does not: reslde in the pamcu«.

~lar plastic material, a3 such materials ure nowr well knows.
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- to allov. completc freedom of c*ttcmal deszgn and the .

: [TIICD"’HI\.S 2

-red available to the public as such. The important thing -

is that the pmstlc materizl selected should: have good
cosnnressibility ren IIfen ¥, . elagticity, and .
L't st oho J* say apsia s ';?1 fnlsll tl‘n.

flexthility, TR Tt



